FEBRUARY 25 1944

FALKLAND ISLANDS

Letters Patent passec! under the Great Seal of the Realm con-
stituting the Office of Governor and Commander-in-Chief

of the Colony of the Falkland Islands, and making provision
for the Government thereof.

Dated /3¢l December, 1948,

GEORGIES THIE SIXTH, by the Grace of God of Great Britain,
Lreland and the British Dominions bevond the Seas King, De-

fender of the Faith,  To all to whom these Presents shall conie,
Gireeting |

Wherens by Letters Patent under the Great Seal dated the 25th day
of Febroary, 1892 (as wmended by like Letters Patent dated the 19th
day o September, 1914) (hereinalter together called “The Letters
Patent of 1892 and 19147) the Office of Governor and Commander-
m-Chiel in and over Owe Colony of the Falkland Tslands and its
Dependencies 1= constituted, and  provision is nade for the Govern-
ment thercol :

And Whereas by further Letters Patent under the tireat Seul
duted the 21st day of Julye 1908 10 was declaved that the groups of
shinds known as South Georgin. the South Orkneys, the South
Shetlands wd the Siwdwich  Iskinds and the Territory known as
Coraham™s Laned (as therein defined) should become Dependencies of
Oure said Colony, and that the Governor and Conmnmander-in-Chiel
of O said Colony, should be the Governor and Commander-in-
Chiel” ol such Dependencies, with all such powers of government
anrd legislation i vespect thereol as are from time to time vested in
him in respeet of Our said Colony

And Wherens by like Letiers Patent dated the 28th day of Mareh,
1917 Chercinalter ealled “The Letters Patent of 191777 it was de-
clived that the Dependencies of Our said Colony should be deemed
to nclude all sneh ishmds and territories as were therein defined :

And Whereas We are minded to make other provision for the

matters aloresaid :

Now know Ye char We, by virtue and in exercize of the powers
- that behall by the British Sectlements Acts, 1887 and 1943, and
otherwise in Us vested, do declare Our will and pleasure as follows :—

1.—(1) In these Letters Patent, unless the context otherwise
requires —

“the appointed day” means the day appointed under Avticle 2 of
these Letters Patent;

“the Colony™ means Owr Colony of the Falkland Islands;

“the Dependencies’” mean the Dependencies of Our 'ColOFr_IS’ of
the Falkland Tslands as defined in the Letters Patent of 1917:

“the Iixecutive Cotneil” means the lixecutive Council consti-
tuted Dby these Letters Patent;

“he Gazette” means the Falkland Islands Government Gazette;

“the Governor” means the IBOGEEREE TG (L‘ommzn1(‘1elj-i{1-Cllief
of the Colony and the Dependencies, and imcludes the Officer for
the time being administering the Government and, to the extent
to which a Deputy for the Giovernov is authorised to act, that
Deputy;

“the Public Seal” means the Public Seal of the Colonys;

p /A Dl : o menea o TN Ay 5
(e @ » Prineipal Secretaries of
“Secretary of State’” means one of Onr Principal »

State.

Interpretation.
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(2} Save as is in these Letters Patent otherwize provided op
required by the context. the Interpretation Act. 1889, shall apply
lor the inre\')n‘vt-\ti(‘:n of these Tetters Patent as it applies for the
interpreration of an Act of Parliiment.

2. These Letters Patent may be eited as the Falkland  Islands
Letters Patent. 1948, and shall cone into operation on o date to hoe
M . 1. . ~ {

appointed by the Governor by Proclumadion published in the Gazette.

The Letters Patent of 1892 and 1914 are hereby revoked, bue
withont prejudice to any appointient Taw Fulby nades o toany other
thing Lawtilly done thereunder.

There shall be o Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and
over the Colony and the Dependencies, and appomtinents to the
said Office =<hall he made by 'inmm\mw mirder O =Sten Manoal

and Signet.

5. Woe do herelbny anthorise. erapower sl cotned the Governor

o do all l[]ill}_’.\ l»r\wll,‘_"illu to his Offiee 1m0 aceordanes with these
Letrers Patent. such Comunission as aloresaul. =ueh Instroctons as
may from tme (o thne be given to hin by U< ander Oure S1an
Mool and Stenet or thronzh a Seeretary of Stre, sl =oel Oeders
i Our Privy Coumetl and other Bows as may Drang time to tinae beoin

force.

0. Every person appointed o fill the Office of Governoe ~hatl.
with all due <olomnicy, helore entering on any of the duties of Tis

Office. cause the Commis<ion appointing him 1o he Caonernor to be
read and prblished in the presence of <neh members of the FEseceative

(‘mll}(‘” HE S]“‘EH :)t‘ill Z[Hf'll‘\fll]ll't‘,. W ]] 1'11 (FTRI B RS 111«[11} 1er =i xH ‘H’]I .t[]ti
there iuke hetore them the COarh o Allectanes and the Oath Tor the
dite execntion of the Ofliee of Governor in [\nr Forms sef ont in the
~ehedule to these Letrers Patent. which Ouaths the senior Member « iy

the Fxecntive Council there present i< herehy veaquired to achiminister.

7.—{17 Whenever the Office ol Governor 1= vaeant. or the (tov-
ernor is ahzent from the Colony or s from any canse prevented from.
or incapable of . acting i the dnres vt‘ hix OMlice. then =uch other
person a< We muy appoint under Qe oo Mannal and Sienet, oraf
there i.«' no =uch person i the ( u\(n_\‘ <o appointe] and cipable of
rlmh ging the duties of the whonisiration. (e Sentor Member
of the f“. ecutive Comneil then in the Colony aned =0 eapable, shall,

during Our pleasiee, adminisrer the Government of the Colony,

(2) Before assuming the wdministration of the Government any
snch person shall o the form and mamer preseribed in Arricle 6 of
these Letters Patent. fake the Ouths therein directed 1o he taken by
the Governor: which heing done, We do herehy anthorize. enipower
and conpuand <neh person. subjeet i1 lie s appointed as atoresaid
inder Owre Sten Manual and Signet. to the teris of his appoinoment.
during Our pleasure, o do all things that helong to the Oflice of
Governor as provided in these Letters Patent.

(3) Any such person a= uforesaid <hall not continue to administer
the Governnent afrer the Governor or some other person having @
priov right to administer the sune has notified that he iz about to
assinne the scdhniniztation.

(4) The Governor or any other person as aloresaid shall not &
reguarded ws absent from the Colony or prevented frons, or incapable
| {““,, i e dutios of his Oflice Tor the PrITpOSes ol this \lf!Cl(x
i his pussage either from one part of the Colony to another, or
from the Coiony o the Dependencies, or when there is a subxsist ine
appointment of a Depury nnder the next snceeeding Arvticle of these
Lettirs Patenr,

Bo—(1) Whenever the Governor Las 0(( ision 1o he ahsent from
Wlony, or to he absent
1” be

the st of Govermment bt not from the €
from the Colony for a period which he has reason to believe w
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of short duration, or whenever by veuson of iess which e has
reason to helieve will be of short duration he considers it desirable sa
to do, he may, by Tnstriment under the Public Seal, appoint any
person in the Colony fo he lix Deputy during snch absence or illness.
and i that capacity (o exercise and perform for and on behalf of the
Governor daring such absence or llness all such powers and functions
vested i the Governor as shall be specified i1 sueh fnstroment.

(23 By the appointiment of o Deputy us aforesaid the power and
authoricy of the Governor shall not he i) any way affected otherwise
than as We iy at any tme hereatter think proper 1o divect; atd
every such Depoty shall conform to and observe all such instructions
as the Governor shall from time to dme address to him for his
euiilnee.

(3) Ay appointment under this Article may at any time be re-
voked by the Governor or by a Secretary ol State. and. in the case
ol absence ax wloresaid, shall cease and determine upon the retirn of
the Governor to the seat of Governiment or to the Colony.as the case
ey be

9.-—(1) There shall bean Bxecative Couneil in and fer the Colony
and Tor the Dependencies, and the said Connedl shall consist of sucl
persons, appointed i sueh nuomer. o We shall diveet by [nstroetions

vnder Chor Sign Manual and Sienet,

(2} The Members of the Executive Counel shall hold their plices
i the Connerl dirng Our pleasire ad, subjeet thercto. for <ach
period and npon sach couditions as may be specified inosueh Tnstroue-

Lo as sloresaid.,

(3) The FExcentive Counedl shall not be disqualified lor the oans-
action ol busiiess by reason ol oy vacaney among the Members
thereol: and any proceedings therein <hall be valid notwithstanding
that some person attended the Counetl or taok part in the proceedings
thereol who was ot entitled to o so.

1O.—{ 1} Subject to the provisions of these Letters Patent, 10 shall
Le lawtul for the Governor o make Taws for the peace. ovder and
caod government of the Dependencies.

(2} Fvery such law shall come imto operation on the date on which
i is enacted, or, i1 it <hall be provided, either in the kow or in some
other enactiment. that it <hall come into operation on some other date,
ot that date,

[ 1. =ubject 1o the provisions ol these Letters Patent the (rovernor
shall. in the making of laws for the Dependencies, conform as nearly
as iy be to the directions contained in any Instructions under Our
Sign Manal and Signet which may (rom time to time be addressed
to the Governor in that behalf.

[2.—(1) Any law made by the Governor ander the provisions of
Article 11 of these Letrers Patent may be disallowed by Us through
A Neeretary of State.

. . . T o [l menmm .
(2)  Whenever any L has been dizallowed by Us, the Governo

shall euise notice of disallowance to be published in the Gwazette.

(3) Every law so disallowed shall cease to lm'\/e eﬂ'(_ect A4S SO0N s
notice ol such disallowance shall be published as n.iore.-szu(]: and t.hure-
Upon any enactuient repealed or amended by, orn pursiance of. the
low so disallowerd shall lave effect as if such l‘:LW haed not l)e_cn '},"fdci
Subject as aforesaid, the provisions of subsection (2) of section 33 of
the Interpretation Act, 1889, shall apply to such dizallowanee as they

apply to the repeal of an Acet of Parliament.

13, The Governor may couspifiee anda npl?umt in Our n;lunur :lllll(]
- . SY TC Ay baw ¢
on Our behall all such Judges and other .Othcus e -(m .u,.,.'\
Us, all of whom, unless otherwise

be constituted or appointed by
| 0 Our pleasure.

provided by law, shall hold their offices during

lixecutive Council.

Governor's power to
make laws for the
Dependencies.

Roval Instructions.

Disallowance of Laws,

32 & 54 Viet. ¢. 63,

Appointment of
Officers.
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Discipline. 14. sabject to the provisions of any law for the time heing in
toree and to =uch Instructions ax may front thne to time be aiven to
him by Us throngh o Secretary of State, the Governor may, {or canse
<hown to his satstaction, dismiss or suspend from the exercise ol his
office any person holding any public office i the Colony or the
l)e[»(‘mlvn('ies or fake such other <ii.~<'i[)|in:u'.\' ACHION as Ly seenn to
him destrable.

Gt of Pardon. 15. When any offence has been comnnreed forwhich the offender
may be tried in the Colony ar the Dependencies, the Governor may,
ax he shall see Ar. i Owe e and on Our behall, grant o pardon
to any acconplice i sneh offcnce who shall give sueh mlormation as
<hall lead (o the convietion of the primeipal offender, or ol anyv one
of such |»|‘in(:i|);ll offenders 1 more than ane; and may grant to any
oftender conviered of any such offence inany Court within the Colony
or the Dependencies, @ pardon. either frec or snbject to lawiul con-
ditions. or any vespite, ¢ther defindte or for sueh period as the
Governor nay think fit, of the exceution of any seiitence passed on
<uchy offender and may remit the whaole or any part of sueh sentence
or of any penalties or forfeitures otherwise die 1o U s

Dispesal of Vands. [6. Subject to any law Tor the tme bemg i Toree and tooany
Instructions given to hine by Us inder O Sten Mannal and Signet
or throngh @ Seerctary of State, the Governor may. o Onre none
and on Owr behalf, make and excente, under the Public Seal, grants
and dispositions of any lands or other immovable properiy within
the Cotony or the Dependencies which may he Taw fally granted or
dispozed of by Us.

Public Seal. 17. The Governor <hall keep and use the Pabilic Scal Tor sealing
all thines whatsoeser chae shall pass the sanl seal.

Othicers aud others o 18, We do hereby requive and conmnand all O Ofiicers, (vl

shey the Gavernor. and Milicary. and all the other inhabitants of the Colony and the
Dependencies to be obedient, aidine aned assisting unto the Giovernor.

feservation of power 19. We do hereby reserve to Oursell, Our Heirs and Snceessors
to amend or revoke Full power and anthority to revoke. add to or amend these Letters

Pactters Patent. ¢ m :
Patent as to Us or Them <hall seem fit.

In Witness whercol We have cansed these Omr Letters to be made
Patent,  Witness Ourself at Westminster this Thirteenth day ol
December. tn the 15th vear of Owr reiun,

By Warrant under the King's Sien Manual.

NAPTER.

T SCHEDTULLK
Aricles B & T OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

o - 2o danonanansanneereer e . do oswear that T owill be [aithlul
and bear vue allegiance 1o His Majesty King George V1o His Heirs and

Suceessors. according to law,  So help me Gol.

DATH FOR THE DU EXECUTION OF tHE OFFICE O0F GOVERNOR

Jo - oaoonnmnnns S do swenr hat 1 will well
truly sepve His Majesty King George VI, His Heirs wpd  Successors, il

the Office of Governor.  So help me God.




