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Royal fnsttut:lions. • AND \VHEREAS certain Instructions and Addition:il 
Instructions under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet 
(hereinafter called "the existing- Instructions") were issued 
to the Governor on the following dates nthat is to say: on the 
twenty-eighth day of February, 1920, and the fi rst day of 
February, 1941 :'°"7 . . · 

AND WHEREAS \Ve are minded to issue fresh Instruc­
tions under Our Sign Manual and Signet for the guidance of 
the Governor and any other Officer who may administer the 
Government of the Colony and _the Dependencies: 

NOW, THEREFORE, as from a date to be appointep by 
the Governor by Proclamation published in the Gazet ~' We 
do hereby revoke the existing Instructions, but without 
prejudice to any appointment lawfully made or any other 
thing lawfully done thereunder, and instead thereof We do 
hereby direct and enjoin and declare Our Will and pleasure 
as follows :-

1. The Governor may, whenever he thinks fit, require any 
person in the public service to take the Oath of Allegiance in 
the form prescribed by the letters Patent together with such 
oath or oaths as may from time to time be prescribed by any 
law in force in the Colony, in the form prescribed by any 
such Jaw. The Governor is to administer such oaths or cause 
them to be administered by some public officer of the Colony. 

2. (1) \Vhenever there. is a subsisting appointrhent of a 
Deputy to the Governor under the letters Patent, these 
Instructions, so far as they apply to any matter or thing to be 
done, or any powers or functions to be exercised or per­
formed, by such Deputy, shall be deemed to be addressed to, 
and shall be observed by, such Deputy. 

(2) Any such Deputy may, if he thinks fit, apply to Us 
through a Secretary of State for instructions in any matter; 
but he shall forthwith transmit to the Governor a copy of 
every d·espatch or other communication so addressed to Us. 

3.~ The Executive Council shall consist of- · 

( 1) The persons for the time being lawfully discharging 
the functions of Colonial Secretary, of Senior 
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~ oyai h tstrttctions. · 

Medico. 0 cer, a ~ of -~gr 'cult~ral Officer, wt~o 
shall be styled ex -officio Members ' and . 

1 ,, ay from time to time be ' ( 9) such otner persor:s, c...S m f V✓ arrants 
;..., ointed bv Us by any Instruc ions or 'h 

~i,~er Our 'sign Manual and Sign_et, 0 ; as &s" 
Governor, in pursuance of Instr~~~~nti~~~~ tim~ 
through a Secret2,ry of State, may t-h p blic Seal 

· t bv Instrument under e u ,, 
n:~~:t:ia1t:f called. "Appointe~ :::~:~: )b;r th! 
may be appomted temp?rary _. a 
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Governor in manner heremafte;r appeaun5. 

. . . f. th E cutive .,ouncil Tenure of ( 1) A-i Appointed Member o e xe th d te office. 
4. ~ i t1.. d .c three years from e a 

sh2.ll vacate his seat at _ue en . o1 inted or at such eafrer 
of the Instrument by_dwhdi~~ ~~ 1~ { I ft~men't, or before eithe_ date as may be provi e L ' a · 

. ·+ such dare 11- . , 

(a) ih~'E:o~~~l~nt~,~~;i~:Ef ~~t~;!fr~l}Ti::;;/~~ 
ment to t~1e Exec~-1;7ed 1\tr b L) he shall cease 
" r Officl" 1 Appomce ·1em er , ctn c-- . 
so to hold office ; or 1 · t 

h 11' f6ce of emo urnen 
(h) being a. pe~~on 1,~0 ? U,e1Cofo:i at the date _of his 

1J11dP.r the ,..,row,i 1.n , ,e • Council (hereinafter 
appointment to~ t~e ,E;:8cu!i~e d M~mber") ·he shall 
called "an U~ofLc1a1 ,,.pplo111 e . ffice of emolu­
be appointee permanen~ .y o any o . 

... ent under the . Crown m the Colony ' or . -
m G he shal1 bP (c) without the permission of the overnor, . • ~ 
absent fro111 the Colony; or h 

. . dP his hand addressed to t. e 
( d) ~ vv·ntmf ~halresian l;is seat in the Exec~tive 

C~~~~?rai:d, in. llie c:se of ~n Official App;mib~ 
Member, his re:;1gna t10n shall be . accepted y 
Govrrnor. 

- · " · . inted to be a temporary M~m-
( 2) If any p~r_..,or::.1s appi° and his temporary appomt-

ber o~ ~he Ex_ecutive Louncb his definitive appointment as 
ment is n~med1ately Go:}otled 1d period of three years sha}l 
an Appomtecfl Ment1h eia', t;eo~~l1e Instrument by which he is be reckoned rom e a · 
appointed a temporary Member. . . . 
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(3) Any person vacating a seat as an Appoin"ed Mem­
ber may be again appointed from time to time. 

( 4) If an Unofficial t' Appointed Member shall be • 
appointed temporarily to any office of emolument under the 
Crown in the Colony or to act in any such office, he shall not 

· s!t as a Mer1:1ber or.take part _in the p_roceedings of the Exec_u- ;;r, 
tJve Council by virtue of his appomtment as ai1 UnofficialV 
Appointed Member so long as he continues to hold or act in 
that office. 

( 5) The Governor may, by Instrument under the 
Public Seal, declare any Appointed Member to be incapable 
of discharging his functio s as a Member of the Executive 
Council, and thereupon sue Member shal not s:t or ta,{e 
part in the proceedings of the Executive Council until he is 
declared, in manner aforesaid, again to be capable of dis­
charging his said functions . 

( G) The Governor may, by Instrument under the 
Public Seal, suspend any Appointed Member of the Execu­
tive Council from the exercise of his functions as such, and 
thereupon such Member shall not sit in or take part in the 
proceedings of the Executive Council so long as his suspen­
sion remains in force . Every such suspension shall forthwith 
be reported by the Governor to Us through a Secretary of 
State, and shall remain in force until it shall be removed by 
the Governor by Instrument under the Public Seal or by Us 
through a Secretary of State, or the person suspended ceases 
to be a Member of the Executive Council. 

5. ( 1) Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the number 
of persons sitting in the Executive Council by reason of the 
fact that-

( a) an ex-officio Member is administering the Govern­
ment; or 

( b )7' one person is lawfully discharging the functions of 
more than one of the offices set out in paragraph ( 1) 
of Clause 3 of these Instructions; or 

(cf an Appointed Member is lawfully discharging the 
- funcl ions of any such office; or 

( dY no person is ~:..:,;· ;"=1:1-f:::t;·~~--:. ;o:-~_fi!"J!lg-ttz;i'c:fl~B-'~fuQIIB..,cl.;;•i-G::;:~;:i-" . f­
oflc of these 9ffiGes ; or 

\ 

( e) the s at of an Appointed Member ·s vacant f ·o 
any cause ; or 

~ (/) an Appdntecl Member is unable· to sit in the 
Executive Council in consequence of a declaration 
by the q.oyernor, as provided in these Instructions, 
that he 1s 111capable of discharging his functions as 
a Member ; or · 

(g) an Appoicted Member is unable to s· in e Execu~ 
tive ~ou n~il in consequence of his suspension as 
provided 111 these Instruct' ons; or 

(h) . o. Member is absent from the Colony; or 
j) an _ Unofficiai Appo 'nted Member has been ap­

pom_0d 1.e TIJ?Orarrly to n office of emolument u- der 
th~ ,..,rown 111 the Colony, or to act in any such 
office; 

the q.ovemor may, by Instr1.,;.ment under the Public Seal, 
appoint a pl~rson to 1Y; a tempor::i.ry Member for the period 
of such vacancy. 

(~) If the vacancy is. in the number of ex-o.fficio 
Members, the person so appomted shall 1?e a person holding 
an office of emolu:T:~nt under the Crmvn m the Colony. 

. (3) Every perso1;1 so appointed shall, so long as his 
appol!ltrnem sh2.H subs1s!, be t? all intents and purposes ;m 
Appomted MeIT~b.er; and, sub3ect to the provisions of this 
clause, the pr?v1s1ons of Clause 4 of these Instructions shall 
apply accordmgly. , 

( 4) The ~ overr..or shall forthwith report any such 
temporary appomtment to :Js through a Secretary of State. 
Any sue~ temporary appomtmen t may (without p rejudice 
to anythmg done by virtue thereof) be disallowed by Us 
through a Secretary of State or revoked by the Governor by 
Instrument under the Public Seal. 

(5) 1\ temporary appointment shall cease to have effect 
o~ notification by the Govern.or to the person appointed of 
d1sallowa:1,ce by U" or of revocation by the Governor or on 
supersess10n of the appointment by the definitive appoint­
ment of a p~rson to fill th e vacancy, or when the vacancy 
shall otberw1se cease to exist. 
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?· ":7hen_ever the Governor desires to obl_ain the advice of Extruort! !nary 
any pe1son m the Colony or th·.:: Dependencies touching Our Members. 
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affairs therein, he may sm 1mon, i1 wri thg'. for suc .. 1 specia, 
occasion, any such person as an Jxtraordmary Member or 
the Executive Council. 

Precedence. 7. The Members of the Executive Council shall have 
. . . . . ---seniority and p recedence as We may specially assign, and in 

default thereof : 

Summoning 
and 
Quorum. 

Governor 
t o attend 
and preside . 

Govern or 
to consult 
E xecutive 
Council. 

First. the ex -officio Members, in the order in which their 
offices are r~ferred to in paragraph ( 1) of Clause 3 of 
these, I.rfstructions ; 

Secondly, the. Appointed Members, according to the date 
of the Instruments by which they were respectively 
appointed, or, if appointed on the same day, i such 
order as the Gover o_ may assign ; and 

Thirdly, the Extraordinary Members, according to the date· 
of the Instruments by which they ·were respectively 
appointed, or, if appoi,nted on the same day, in such 
order as the Governor may assign. 

s. ( 1) The Executive Council shall not be summoned 
except by the authority of the Governor. 

(2) No business except that of adjournment shall be 
transacted if objection is taken by any Memher present that 
there are less than two Members present besides the Governor 
or Member presiding. 

9. The Governor shall, so far as it is practicable, attend 
and preside at all meetings of the Executive Counc~l and ~n 
his absence such Member as the Governor may appomt or, m 
the absence of such Member or if no Member be so appointed, 
the Senior Member of the Executive Council actually present 
shall preside. 

10. In the ·exercise of his p0wers and the performance of 
his duties the Governor shall consult with the E xecutive 
Council, except in cases-

( a-) which are of such nature that, in his judgment, Our 
service would sustain material prejudice by consult­
ing the Executive Council thereon; ·or 

( b) in which the matters to be decidecl are, in his judg­
ment, too unimportant to require their advice; or 

. ' 

- Royal ! 11slructious. 

( c) in vvhich tbe matters to be decided are, in his j dg­
rnent, too urgent to admit of their adv' e being 
g·ven by the ti .. e within which it nY y b e necessary 
for him to act. 

In every case fa lling within paragraph ( c) of this clause, the 
Governor shall as soon as practicable communicate to the 
Execut' ve Council the measures which he shall have adopted, 
with the reasons therefor. 

11. T he Governo:· shall alone be entitled to submit ques- Governor 
t. . th E .,_ . ,..._ ·1 b 'f th G . h 11 to propose 10ns to . e 'XeCll LiVr. Cou 1Cl ; ut 1 e overnor S a questions . 

decline to subrni'· any question to the Executive Council whe1 
requested i_ wrifn5 by any Member so to do, it shall be com-
pete .. 1 . to :::c.ch Member to require that there be recorded u pon 
Ihe Minutes his written application, together with the answer 
returned by the Goverr.or thereto. 

19 

12. ( l) The Governor may act in opposition to the advice Governor: 

given to him by the Members of the Executive Council, if he ;;¥0 ~~f
0

1i to 
shall in any case consider it right so to do ; but in any such Executive 

case he shall report the matter to Us, through a Secretary of Council. 

State, at tbe fin/· COll\. enient opportunity, with the reasons 
for his action . · 

. (2) 'Vhenever the Grwernor shall so act against the 
advice of the Executive Council it shall be competent to any 
Member to require that there be recorded upon the Minutes 
any advice or opinion he may give upon the question with 
the reasons the ref nr. 

· 13. ( 1) Minutes shall 1:>e kept of all the proceedings of the Minutes. 

Executive Councii and at every meeting of the Council the 
Minutes of the last preceding Meeting shall be confi rmed, with · · 
or without ·ameridment as the case may require, before pro-
ceeding to the despatch of any other business. 

.(2) Twice in each year a fu11 transcript of all Minutes 
of the Executive Conncil for the preceding half year shall be 
transmitted to Us through a Secretary of State. 

\ . 

14. The Governor shall forthwith communicate to the Governor to 
E . C .1 l Q . . l l] h l communicate xec1.1hve Olll1Cl t 1ese ur lnstruct1ons anc a sue · ot 1crs fn slruclions 

as he shall, from time to time, find convenient for Our service 1f thc r 
, to impart to the Executive Council. ~;1~~n1

.ve 
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Rules for 
th e enactment 
of laws 
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_R oyal !nstritctiotts. -
1 . In the making of laws the Governor and . the Legis­

lative Council shall observe, as far as practicable, the 
following rules :-

( 1) · All laws shall be styled "Ordinances' '. and, save. as 
otherwise provided by any Order 111 Our Pnvy 
Council, the words of enactment shall be "Enacted 
by the Governor of the Colony of the Fallda1_1d 
Islands with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative e'ouncil thereof" : . 

(2) 

Provided that in the case of any Ordinance made 
· by the Governor :or the Dependencies the words of 

enactment shall be "Enacted by the Governor of the 
Falkland Islands and the Dependencies thereof" . 

All Ordinances shall be distinguished by titles, and 
shall be divided into successive sections consecu­
tively numbered, and to every sectio1: ~ere sh~ll 
be annexed in the margin a short indication of its 
contents. 

(3) The Ordinances of each year shall be distinguished . 
. by consecutive numbers, commencing in each year 
with the number one. 

(4) 

Ordinances passed by the l egislative Council and 
assented to by the Governor shall be d~ted_ as of the 
day on which assent of the Governor 1s given, but, 
whatever that day may be, shp.11 be numbered as of 
the year in which they are passed. 

Ordinances made by the Governor_ for . the 
Dependencies shall be collected and published m a 
separate series. 

Ordinances reserved by the Governor for the 
signification of Our pleasure and assented to by Us 
shall be dated as of the day and numbered as of the 
year on and in which they became law. 

Matters having no proper relation to each other 
shall not be provided f~r by the ~ame Or~inance ; no 
Ordinance shall contam anythmg foreign to what 
the title of the Ordinance imports; and no provision 
having indefinite duration shall ~e include~ in any 
Ordinance expressed to have hrn1ted duration. 

. - Royal I nstructions . 21 

16.i:arhe Governor shall not, without having previously Cer:i\Bills 
obtained in~tructions through a Secretary of State, enact any ~~,cn~rd\o 

Ot<linance or assent to any BiU within any of the following tt~oui· ns 
classes, i;nless such Ordmance or Bill contain a clause sus- ns rue 

10 
• 

pending the operation u~~reof until the signification of Our 
pleasure thereon, that is to say-

( l) any Ordinar:ce ur Bill for the divorce of married 
persons; 

(2) any Ordinance or Bill. whereby any grant of land 
or money, or other donation or gratuity; may be 
made to 'rr:se1f ; 

( 3) any Ordir_aqce o · Bill affecting the cm'rency of the 
Colony 0 1

• b e Dependencies or relating to the issue 
of Banlr Notes ; 

( 4) any Orcli1ance or Bill establishing any banking 
association or altering the constitution, rights· or 
duties of any banking association; . 

( 5) any Ordinance or Bill imposing differential duties ; 

(G) any Ordi11ance or Bill the provisions of which shall 
appear to him to be inconsistent with obligations 

· imposed upon Us by Treaty ; . 

(7) any Ordinance or Dill interfering with the discipline 
or control o [ Our forces by land, sea or air ; , · 

(8) any Ordinance or Bill of an extraordinary nature 
and importance whereby Our prerogative, or the . 
rights or property of (Jur subjects not residing in 
the Colony or the Dependen'cies, or the trade, trans­
port or. communications of any part of Our 
dominions or any territory under Our protection 
or any territory in which We may for the time being 
have jurisdiction may be prejudiced ; 

(9) any Ordinance or Bill ·whereby persons of any 
comf\lunity or religion may either-

, (a) be subjected or made liable to disabilities 
or restrictions to which persons of otl1er 
communities or 'religions are not made 
liable: or 
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Royal !nstrnclioiis. -
( b) · become entitled to any privilege or advan­

tage which is not conferred on persons of 
other communities or religions ; 

( 10) any Ordinance or Bill containing provisions. to 
which Our assent has once been refused or which 
have been disallowed by Us; 

Provided that, if the Governor shall have satis~ 
fied himself that urgent necessity requires that ~ny 
such Ordinance or Bill ( other than one appeanng 
to •him to be inconsistent with obligations imposed 
upon Us by Treaty) be brought. into immediate 
operation, he may enact. such Ordinance or assent 
to such Bill, as the case may be, but he shall, at the 
earliest opportunity, .transmit the Or~inance to Us 
together with his reasons for so assenting. 

17.f.zt1) . Every Bill (not being a q.overnment measm~e) 
intended to affect or benefit some particular person, associa­
tion, or corporate body, shall contain a clau~e sav\i~g the 
rights of Us, Our Heirs and Successors, all bod1e~ pohh_c and 
corporate, and all others except such as ~re men honed m the 
Bill and those claiming by, from or under them. 

(2) No such Bill shall be introduced into the Legis­
lative Council until due notice has been given by not less 
than three successive publications of the Bill in the Gazette; 
and the Governor shall not assent thereto in Our name unless 
it has been so published. A certificate under the hand of the 
Governor signifying that such publication has been made 
shall be transmitted to Us with the Bill or Ordinance. 

1s.~ en any Ordinance shall have been enacted. the 
Governor shall forthwith transmit to Us, through a Secretary 
of State, for the signification of Our pleasure, a transcript in 
duplicate of the Ordinanc~, duly authenticated und~r the 
Public Seal and by his own signature, together with an 
explanation of the reasons and occasion for the enactment of 
the Ordinance. 

. 19.~ soon as practicable after the commencement of 
each year, the Governor sh:all cause ;-1, co1~1plete collection of 
all Ordinances enacted dunng the precedmg year to be pub­
lished for general information. 

. 
· l 

I 

. e Royal l nstmctio1?S . 

,_ 20. ( 1) Before dispo$ing of_ any lands to Us belonging in Disposition 

the Colony o_r th~ Dependencies, the Governor shall cause t~~~'."n 
s~ch ;eservahon,s ~o be made thereout as he may think neces- · 
sary 1.or any puohc purpose . . 

(2). Th~ Governor shall not, directly or indirectlv 
f urchase tor h~ms;1f any land ?r bu~lding in the Co~ony 0; 
.h~ p~pe1:denc1es tO .Us b!longmg without Our. special per­
m1ss10.1 given through a ::,ecretary of State. 

23 

· 21. .· Every ap.pointrnent by the Governor of any p~tson to Appointments 

any office or employ.ment shall unless othei-wise provided by to be during 
1 b. , . d b , ' L pleasure . 
. aw; e expresse to e durmg pleasure only. 

22. ( 1) 'fhenrver any offender shall have been con- Regulation 
?emned by the se;1tence of any court in the Colony or the of powe: of D J · t ff d h , · pardon m e_penc enc1es O SU er eat , the Governor shall cause a cap ital cases. 

v1ntt~n report of ihe ca?e of such offender to be taken into 
cons1derat10n at a meetmg of the Executive Council. 

(2) . The Gov~rn,ar shall not pard~m or reprieve ariy 
such offen_d~r unless 1t ~nall appear expedient to him so to do 
upon r~cer·nng !~e a0v1ce of the Executive Council thereon; 
~ut -~le. IS to deCl~, 2- either to ext~n? or withhold a pardon or 
rep11ev e, accordmg to his own aehberate judgment, whether 
the M~mbers of tile Executive Council concur therein or 
othen~,1~e. vVhene:,rer he shall decide any such question in 
oppos1t1yn to t,he Juc1gIT.lent of the majority of the Members 
thereof, t12 _shall enter his reasons at len0th in the Minutes of 
the Executive Council. 

0 

· · 

23~ ,he G~vernor Ihall forward to Us each year, through u1c~ Book 

a Secreturt 0i. ~~ate, the a~1Eual book of returns commonly 
calle~ the n_lue 1)00~, re]::itmg ~o. Revenn~ and Expenditure, 
Pubh~ yvo1k~, Legislation, Civil Establishment, Pensions, 
Popu1abon, --:chools·, Course of Exchange, Imports and 
Exports,. Agncul\ural Prod uce, . Manufactures, and other 
m_atters m the sa1d Blue Book more particularly specified 
with reference \o the state and condition of the ·colony and 
the Dependencies . 

, 24 . . ~xce·pt in circmn~tanccs in which he is not regarded as 
absent from the Colony for the purposes of the Letters Palenl 
the Governor shall not quit the Colony without having first 

(;ovrrn nr'R 
a.bscnce. 
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Interpre­
tation. 

Continenta/. Shelf Order in Cou·ucil. 

obtained leave from Us for so doing through a Secretary of 
State. 

' 
25. ( 1). In these Instructions, unless the context other-

wise reqmres-

" the Executive Council" means the Ex·ecutive Council 
established by the Falkland Islands Letters Patent, i948; 

"the Gazette" means the Falkland Islands Govern­
ment Gazette ; 

"the Legislative Council" means the legislative 
Council of the Colony established by the Falkland 
Islands (Legislative Council) Order in Council, 1948; 

"the Public Seal" means the Public Seal of the 
Colony; 

"Secretary of State" means one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State. @ 

(2) For ihe pmposcs of i.bcse Instructions, any refer­
ence to any public officer by the term designating his oflicc 
means the officer for the time being lawfully discharging the 
functions of tlut office. 

(3) For the purposes of these Instructions a person 
shall not be deemed to hold an office of emolument under the 
Crmvn in the Colony by reason only that he is in receipt of a 
pension or otl1er like allowance in respect of service under 
the Crown; and if it shall be declared by any law for the time 
being in force in the Colony or the Dependencies lhat an 
office shall not be an office of emolument under the Crown in 
the Colony for all or apy of the purposes of these Instructions, 
these Instructions shall have effect as if such law were 
enacted in these · Instructions. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's this thirteenth day of 
December, 1948, in the thirteenth year of Our Reign, 
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"(1) three Ex-officio Members, namely, the Colonial Secretary, or 
other the pason for the time bei ng Jawfu ily d ischargin g the fu nctions 
of Colonial Secretary, and the persons holding th e subsW ntiv' appoint­
ments of Se nior Medical Officer and Colonial Treasurer; and". I 

i1111b -,, c ~'4Cf 1.,., J ·,, ( L. ◄;;,," •'?"7 

" Consti tu ­
ti on of 
F. \<:Cutive 
Ccunci l. 

3. Th e E xecut ive Council shall consis t of :-
(a) two Ex-off!cio M<!;;,bers. namel v th e Colo ni al Sec re­

tary and the Co lonial T reas urer:· 
(b) two Unoffic ia l Members. who sha ll be aorointcd hv 

the Governor by Inst rument under the Pub lic Sezil 
(here inafter c.ilkd "An 1ointcd 1\lcm hc rs " ) frt0 m 
amon g persc,n s who do ~ot hold offices o f emol ument 
und er the Crown in the Colony ; and 

(c) two Elec tc I Members. who shall be elected by the 
Nominated Independent :rnd Elected Members of the 
Le,!i , la tive Coun.cil from the Eh:: ted Me ,n hers of that 
Co'uncil. so th:i t one of the Elec ted rvr cmb-:rs shal l be 
an Elected Member representing Sta nley and the other, 
either the Elected Member representing East Fa lk­
lands. or the Elected Memlxr repr~scnting W-:~t 
Falk l,1nds.". 
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"3. (l) . The Exei;utivc Council shall consist ''of --. 

(a) two Ex-officio Members, namely the Chief Secretary and 
the Financial Secretary; 

(b) two Unofficial Members, whu shall be appointed by the 
Governor by In st rum ent und er the Pu blic Seal (herein­
after called 'Appointed Members') from amo ng persons 
who do not hold ofl ices of emolument under the Crown 

. in the Colony; and 

(c) two Elected Members. who sha ll be elec ted in accordance 
with the next fo ll owing paragraph by the Elected Mem­
bers of the Legis lative Council from the Elected 
Members of th at Council. 

(2) At the first meetin g of the Legislati ve Council after 
every General Election the Elected Members of the Legislative 
Council shall elect two of their num be r to be Members of the 
Executive Co uncil, ·o ne for twelve months and the other for 
eighteen months. Subsequent elections shall be held before th e 
expiry of each o f th ose periods and of each period of o ne year 
thereafte r, at which unc Member o f the Execu tin~ Council 
shall be elected, wh o may be the same Member or a different 

· Member of the Legi s la tive Council. And so on until there 
remain si x months or less between the expiry of a period of 
electio n and the latest <late for the di ssolutio n of the Legislative 
Cour..cil.". 
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" (n) he hol ds :i nv onice of emolu m~nt under th e Crown in the 

Colony; · 
(b) with ou t th e perm iss ion of the Governor. he sh:ill be abse nt 

from the Colon y ; or 
(c) by writ ing unde r his hand ad d ressed to the Governor he 

shall res ign his sea t in the Executive Cou ncil." , 
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"(7) The sca t of an E lected l\·kmber of the Execu ti ve Council 
shall become vacant-

(a) if he res igns his seat in th e Council by writing under his 
hand addressed to the Governor ; . 

(b) when the Legislati ve Co uncil fir st meets afte r any di'ssp-
lu ti on thereof ; , 

(c) if he ceases to be a member · of th e Legis lati ve ColUlc-il 
for any reason other th an a tl issoiution tha;of ; . 

(d) if he is absen t f rom the Colony without the written 
permission of the Governor ; or 

(e) if his election to the Executi ve Council is revoked by a 
resolution of the Legislative Council in favo ur of which 
there are cast a majority of the vo tes of all the Nominated 
Independent and Elected Members of that Council.". 

~ ~ 1 .,, g, ~/f7? ~ ~-~ 
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,, 
if a t the expiry of the period for which he is elccte•) · 
to the Executive Council he is not re-elected to the 
Executive Council under clause 3 (2) of these 
Instructions.". 
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Mc:m~rs of by reason of his illness or absence fro m the Colonv or fo r 
~~~nuc\\~'C any other rtason incapable of perform ing the functions of 

his ofike , then-
(a) the GovernL1r may , by Instrument under the Pu bl ic 

Seal, appoi nt to be tcmporarily :1 m.:mber of the 
Council. in the case of the inc::ipacity of an Ex-officio 
Member a pe rson who hold , an office of emolum ent 
under the Crown in the Co lony or i:1 the case of the 
incapacity of an Appointed ~.fc mber a person \\ho does 
not hold an office of emolu ment under the Crown in 
the Colony : or · 

(b) in the case of the incapacity of an Elected Member, 
the Nomina ted Inde pend ent and Elected i\km bers of 
the Legislati ve Council , if the Governor in iorms the 
Legislat ive Cou ncil that tha t is des ir;iblc, ma y elec t a 
person from among the Elected Membe rs of the Legisb­
ti ve Council to be tempor:.i rily a mem b<-' r of the 
Execut ive Council. 

(2) A person appointed or elected unde r thi s sect ion to be 
tempo ra rily a member of the Exccut iv ,• Cl)UIKi l shal l VJ Ci:l te 
his sc:i. t-

(u) when he is informed by :h,; Gove rnor that the 
c ircums tances giving ri s.:: to hi~ a ppv intmerit or .: kction 
have ce,rn:J to exist ; or 

(b) in the case of a pe rson ar,point.t·d in pbce of an Ex­
officio Member or of an Appo inted Mcmb..:r. if his 
appointment is revoked by the Gove rnor. 

(3) Subjcct to the provi sions of ih is cin use. the prov1 s10ris 
of these Instructi ons sha ll arply in relation to a person 
appointed or el ected to be tempo rarily a mem ber of the 
Executive Co uncil as they apply in rcla Lion to the member 
on account of who,e incap:1 ci ty h-.: 'N::s appoi nted or 
elected .". 
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"(/J) the person holding the substantive apooin ment of Senior 
Medical 0 liict:r or of Colonial Treasurer or an Appointed 
Member is lawfully dischug ing the fu nctions of Colonial Secre-
tary ; or . 

(c) the person boldjng the substantive appointment of Senior Medical 
Officer or of Colonial Treasu rer is incapable by reason of illness 
of discharging the functions of his otlicl! ; or 

(d) no person is holding the substantive appointment of Senior Medical 
Officer or of Colonial Treasurer; or". 
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"Thir_tl ly '. the Elected Members in such order as the Governor 

m ay assign,' . · 
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"I:,_ 111 111• l r,:iliilll.! 
l ,1•,L: i;:l:iti1,• c·11•111 <·il ;: li:111 
1l11· l"rrllu11 i11g· 1'111,,, :---· 

,,f I;, 11·,-: I ii(' liO\\'l '\1()1' :1.11,I 1 J1,.-',.\:H 11I ,-., r .. r 
,>1, ,;1• 1·1·v. s1r f":11· :1s is p1·:ic.li('al>k , tli,, 1·11:t.-L-

1111•11!, of 

I • . \ II 1;111·, , ii:111 11, · ,-;t\ l• -d '(Jr. lin :11ll'c•;: ' :111,I l ilt• w .. 1·,ls 
111' 1111· t il:ll 'llll(' lll ,-; l1:tll 111 ·-··· 

(,1-) i11 tl11 · ,-a~<' 1,1· l:111·,-; 111:1 d1• fill' Iii<• ( ', >1"1,:-·. ' 11:1,;i, •l<-d 
i,_1 tl11· l.,·.'..!i :-d:11111 ·1· 111· ll1t· ('(111111.1· (lr 1l1v J,;1Jkl:111d 
l .- l:11Hk 

t/,1 i, , 11 1,· , . , · rrl' l:111·. : 111:11it- 1"111· 11 11• lll'JH'l1tl1.· 1w i, ·s . 
·1-:1 1;11'\• ·, I IPI' 1lw I i 11, ·11i! ,·1 11'il':-: (If !l11• ('1 , ltt \1\ rrf 
tl11· i";ill,l:111,I l,l:11,d , ! ,~ iii<· C,11·1·1·1101" 1,1' ll1r 
(' , ,l,,11> ,,i 1111' l.-:ilkl:111,I l,-;l;111il!; :1111I ( Ii <• IJ1 ·1H· 111 l -
1·:i,·il·~ I Ill !'(' Id ·. 

·1 .\1:t 111•r,-; li:11i11'..! 1111 111·11111 ·1· rl'l :1l i1111 l111 •:l('l1 •dlw1· ,, li:1II 
1111! 1,, . 111"111 i,i,.,1 l111' l1_1 · ll1t · ": 11111 • la\\': 1111 l,111· ,-li:il l 1•rr11l a i11 
;111 ,ll l1 i1,:..: l'rr1·1•ig11 ' " ll'ii :11 1Ji,, lill<• ,, r ll11· l;i11· i.1111101"!.': :11111 
"" 111·111·i:,illll 11:11 i11g i11rl1·l :ni11· il111":ilin1 1 ;:li:ill ·11(• i 11\'l 11<l ,•,I 
Ill :111 , :: ,11 1'\l'l't ',':' i• tl l11 11 :11•· li111il,·tl d 111":1 ( i(IJ1, 

:l. ,\!! l:111,, -:i1,1II ill• rli ·-ling 11i,d11 •d !,>. lill,•,-; ,: 1nil ,-d1:ill l11• 
, Ii, id, ·il iitl" ,-11,·,·1·:<, i ,·,, s1·l'li1111s l'"'1"1·,·111i1·1·l\ 111111,l 11·1·,·1 !. 
and !11 , .,• ,·1 ·.1· ;:1•, ·l i(l11 1111.·1"< · ,-1,,,11 111' :11111<•:--,•tl in l lic• 1n:11·gi11 
:l :,1i, ,,-1 lit liC':1ti1r11 ,,r ih ('ttlil 1·11( s , 

I . l.: 111·, 111 :1,I,, r,,I' 111 (• 1· , ,1,11 1>· ,; hall lw 111111\ltt'l'<•d 1·,111 -
,:1· ,·111i ,,·l .1· i11 ;i ,:,- 11:1 1':11 ,, ,1 ·1i 1· .,; fol' ,·:1<"11 .1·,•.11 · c·1,rn 111 1·1 11· i11!,! 
wit Ii 11, ,· 11111111,1·1· 11111· ,,n 11 1:11 

(,,) :1 l:111· :1-,:, ·111, ·tl t1 • t,., · tlw (:",·1• 1·11111· i,; ·i11('l1 1d(•t! ; ,11111· 
-,• 1·i1·~ i\11· lli, 1·<·,11 · i11 11·l 1i c li it i:-: p:1,;s1·d 01· d,·1•111,·d 
111 li:t\,· 111•1•11 p:1:-:~,·d I,>· tii1' l. ,:gi;;l:itiv<• i 'u11111·i l, 
:111,I i1 , J'""it.i1111 i11 " lll'li :-:1 ·rir•,; i ,: d, •k1"111i1ll'tl 1111 11 
l't •I ,· 1·,·11,·,· (tl I i ll' ,!; ,_\ I\II I\ 11 i, ·li t 11,· ( :\l \'('1' 11\ 11' ,,!,;,I I 
li:11·1• c:i,·,·11 hi s ;1,-~1 iii t l1p 1•1 •I••: 

(/,) :1 1:rn ;1 ,-.,:, •11l1•cl 111 l1\ l is I l1rn11 g li :1 S1·1'J'<• l:11".1· nl' '.~l:ctr · 
i,; i1wl 11tl1•d i11 (IH · :-:1·1·il'S i'<'I' tii1' .,· ,•;1 1· in \\'lii1·l1 1111· 
(;ll\ t'l'IIIII' ,: l1 ,ill li:11·1· ,.:ig11i,li l' tl t)111' :1 :-::-:1' 11t 1!11·1·1•(\I 

I:, 11·~ - ., 
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by Proclamatio 1 , in f.h e Gaie l te, mid il s po1, i t. i on in 
8ncJ1 sei·ics is d IPr 111 ined wil. li rd,·n ·1w1· lu t!i (• d:1\' 
rn, whiuh Onr aHcll' .llL i,d,a ll bavc lwv11 :-;n Hig11ilit•d.' 

t>. L aw8 111adP for tli ,: Detw1tdt·11Cil's s ]1,1ll l1!· 11 11111 llt'n •d 
CPIJ S(!C tdi vdy in a se pa r;it.e 8C!'it·S fol' (0 :1 cl 1 .v,·a r l 'l >lllll l(' l lCillg 

with. t.be 11111111Jcr 01w :tlld lhe pnsitio 1t t>l vaelt law i11 t l1t· 
Kl!l' i es shall IH· ddcn ni11c•tl w ith l'(•f'c·rv11 cc ln lh,• d :L_1· ,111 
which Ui e Uvve n,01· Hl1alJ bave 1n:1tlC' the ;:a11,1· . 

li . A ll laws i:: l1a ll be p111Jli8lit>d iu ll1v. <lazvtl(• . 

7. C1Jpil'S ( it all Jaws ::,ha ll IJe pr i11tt-·d , a11d s lwll ht•ar tlw 
fn ]l()Willg :-

(a) 

(h) 

ill t.he case of a !:lw ulade l'nr t.l1 v (:., J,,11 1· alld a:-:-
8entc·d lo 1,y 'tli l' GovC'n 11.>1'. p: 11·lil'1tl :1rf< n·r Ilic · d c1~· 
o,, w.l1ic li th e Oov,•1·1J1•l' sli:Lil hav! · gil (-! II l1iH :1 ,-;;-;,• 1!1 
thv1·1•lo; 

i n 1.li e case of ;1 la w lll :tdt· ful' I li e ( ).,J un y :, nil 
nsscllted l.o l,y Us thrn11 1.1,J1 a 1:-il'e t·Pta r .1· 1•f ~tall', 
par! ieulars o f Ll1 e day on which !lie (/l)\·,•r11p1• sh11l l 
Ji,1ve sig11i ltetl O t1 r a~sr11t Lli, ·rd1, hy l'r()(•l:t 111 ali"1 ' 
i11 tl1P G:,zoLt.e; 

(r;) in il w eaHo of ;1 htw mack l'o r tlw J)l 'JH' l1<l (• 11 c i, •:-;, 

parLicnl,m; of t ill' day 01t w hi rlt ll1l' G u vi>rno1· shall 
!J a YP 111:irle the s:lll l l' : 

(r/.) partic 1il,1rH o[ Ll1(' <la>· on w l1i ch raeh l,111· ,d,a ll 11 :in• 
l.1 (•!'11 pnilli sliPd i11 l-lw Uazt'l.le; 

(ri) par1 ·1;ril .1 1·s oft. li e <hLy o n w hieh L•ac:h law ~lntll li:,n• 
l'Ollll' i11 l. t1 npe1 ·.1tio11 or, ii. th:il .Ja~· :; l1al 1 11Pt li:11·,, 
i >l'\' 11 d t\l( ·1·1 11i1 u ·d, a l' L, l'<-: 1·1• 11('1• to a 11 y p ro1·i~,10 11 i 11 
!liL' law wi t('l'l ' li y ii, 11 1:1.y ltc ti (• l!'i'llli l l ('ll." / 
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"' lln l i1111.11t •t1fi 
i11 1111 p 11 I, 
liHlil\d.'' . 
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"!\) , ,\ H f,00 I1 :11; iis p rn1·.ti e.:il1 I, , 111'1 , ·1· th e· co1 11n 11·11 1·, ·111 (·11 I 

o l' 1•aeli y var, th e ( l ov <' 1·11or Hl1:1 l l e;1 I1:;,, a cn11 1p l,•i (' <·n ll ,·1:.li" 11 
111' ;ill hws lll,ule fnt· U1l' C11 lo11y d111·i11 ;: ll1v p r1 ,1·,·di1,:~ .1· ,·:, r 
1111<111 compld,• c·oll<·cl io11 or ;ill la w,; 1n:1 tlc.• [or tlw lkp1'1Hl ­
t' 11C'i <·s d 11ri11t.; lli 1• p1·rcrdi11g ~·ec1 r l11 1>1 , pn lil i:ilieil r .. r g·P111 ·r,il 

i 11 l'onnaLion ." 
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of a party of men to cut a passage with saws. The 1841. 

whole night was passed in this fatiguing work, and 
it was not until ten o'clock the next morning that 
we regained the clear water, and were enabled to 
bear away to the northward. 

Notwithstanding my anxious wish to keep close 
along the shore, that we might complete the exa­
mination of that portion of the land which we had 
but imperfectly seen on our way to the southward, 
yet we were obliged to stand off so far to the east­
ward to prevent getting entangled in the ice, an<l 
the weather not proving favourable for our pur­
pose, we found it impossible to distinguish the 
coast line between Cape Gauss and a fine headland 
to the south of Mount Melbourne, which I called 
Cape W ashiugton after my friend and brother 
officer of that name, for several years the able 
Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society, nnd 
u zealous promoter of gcogmpliical research. The 
continuity of the land and its leading features were 
however clearly ascertained: it is of less elevation 
th:m any other part of Victoria. Land, and the 
mountainous ridges appeared to recede much farther 
from the coast. An island or a large berg with 
much earth and rocks upon it., which was passed in 
the afternoon, is marked on the chart " Doubtful 
Island," as it was quite impossible to know which 
it really was. Several stars were observed about 
midnight, the first we had seen since entering 
the pack, and ,v,arning us of the appreach of the 
winter. , 
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'-- passed under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet to the 
Governor and Commander-in -Chief of the Colony of the 

Falkland Islanc!:; and D ependencies thereof. 

Dated 13th December, 1948. 

GEORGE R.. 

INSTRUCTIONS to Our Governor and Commander-in­
ChiE:f in and over Our Colony of the Falkland Islands and the 
Dspendencies thereof or other Officer for the time being 
Administering the Government of Our said Colony and 
Dependencies. 

WHEREAS by the Faikland Islands Letters Patent, 1948 1 

(hereinafter called "the Letters Patent"), \Ve have ordered 
and declared that there shall be a Governor and Commander­
in-Chief (hereinafter called "the Governor") in ancl over 

, Our Colony of the Falkland Islands and the Dcpenclencics 
thereof (hereinafter respectively called "the Colony" and 
"the Dependencies") : 


