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LETTERS PATENT, DATED FEBRUARY 25, 1892, PASSED UNDER 
THE GRE.A T SJ<:AL OF THE u NITED KINGDOM, CON
STITUTING TFIE O :FFIOE OF GOVERNOR .AND Coi\rn Nl)J<}R

JN- CHIEF OF THE COLONY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, 
AND PROVIDING FOR THE GovERN111ENT THEREOF. 

Vir.toria, by the Grace of God of the Unitecl Kingdom of Great 
Britain an<l Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress 
of India: To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

"Whereas, by certain letters patent under the Great Seal of Preamble, 
Onr U nitc_d Kingdom of Great . Britain and Ireland, b~!!ti.ng ch~e 
at W ei;;tmmster the twenty-tlurd day of June, l 84JfW e din Reciteslettera 
make provision for the government of Om settlements in the patentof23rd 
Falklancl Ii-lands and their dependencies : une, 18491 

And whereas by certain other letters patent under the said 
Great Seal, hearµig date at, Westminster the twenty-eighth day 
of April, 18 i6;-"'W c did constitute the office of governor anrl and 28th 
commander-in-chief of Our said settlements in the Falkland April, 187G. 
Islands and their dependencies, and did make further provision 
for the government of Our said settlements : 

And whereas We are minded to make further provision for 
the government of Our F1aid settlements in the FAlklnnd Islands 
and their dependencies : 

Now know ye that ,v e do by these presents revoke and Revokes 
determine c9ur said letters patent of the twenty-thii;q. day of letters patent 
June, 1843, and the twenty-eighth day of April, 1876~ut with- ~~4~:ra~inne, 
out prejudice to anything !Awfully done thereunder; and We do 28th April, 
by these Our letters patent declare Onr will and pleasure as 1876 

follows:-

I. Our said settlements in the Falkland Island ' anrl their Colony, 
clependenciC's shall, until We shall otherwise provide, be called 
the Colony of the Falk Janel Islands, aDfl the1·e shall b0 n governor Office of 
and commancler-in-chief in ancl over the saicl Colony of. the governor 
Falkland Islands (herein-nJter called the colony), nncl nppoint- oonstituted. 
mcnts to the said office shall be m11de by eommiRsion undel' Onr 
sign mr1,nual and signet. 

II. Out' said governor and commn,nder-in-chief (herein-nftrr Governor's 
called the governor) shall do and execute all things that belong ~;t;:i:~~ 
to his said office, according to tltc tenour of these Our letters 
pn,tent and of . ueh commission as rna.y be issue<l to him nndcr 
Our sign manual and signet an<l according to Rnch im,tr11ctions 
11.s may from Lime to time be given to him unrler Our 1-1ign 
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manual nnd signet or by O ur 01'der in Onr Pri,-y Counci l or 
by Us through one of Our P ri ncipal Secrc tar iC'H of St:it<', and 
tt<·cording to Ru<'h laws a,- arc now or :shall hereafter he in fore<' 
in the colony. 

III. F,q•ry pc•r.son appointed 1o fil l the offire of g·overnnr ,.,Jia ll, 
with a li cl1t(' ,.;olrmni1y, lwfor<• Pnfrring 011 nny of t lH· duties ol' 
hi A office, ra,11sc the com1ni~Rio11 appointing lii m to be goYc rnor 
to b<· rC'n d ano 1n1blii< he<l in the prcs1•1wc oE the chi ef oHi.crl'~ and 
othn· th<' prin<'ipn I inhahitant" of Our :=-n ic1 ('Ol01w, wh i('h hei ng
<lone, he ~l1nll then :.n<1 there take befo re tl1 c•;n tl1e oath nf 
alleg ian ·e in the form provi11<~<1 l>y an Art paRR<•cl in the ~<'~~ ion 
holcfrn i11 t li !' tlii rtY-first a,1111 thirtr-r'ec•r,nd yeart- of 0 lll' r!' i~·n, 
intitntkd ".\n Aet' lo runcnd thP L::i."' r!'la(i11g- to l' rom i<::,;l l'_\" 
"Oath ,, ··~ nn1l likl•wi ~(• t lH· 11 :=-wtl oath for the duP !' , (•c ·11t io11 o[ 
the offict• of goYr·rnor, n11d for the rlw' nrn1 impnr t ia l ad 111i 11i"
tration of j11:-:ticc•, ,l'hi <" li oa tlis tli <' juclgr for I hl' tinw lwinµ: or 
011r 1':tirl C(llon_r, or in def:wlt r,f n11 _1· j11dg<' the' 1'!'nior 111:1gi ,:l r:1k 
prc:-ent, 110! heing the govcl'llor, ,-ha ll nml l1r i~ ht' r<'hy 1· t• ri11i r<'d 
to :,drnini,;t('r. 

I\1. The governor shall keep nnd u"c thL: puhlic :-:enl of the 
colony for Rcn ling- nil tili ng~ wh:it:-O(' \' l' l' that Rln1l l pa~,: t.hc• snid 
fl{':=t.1. 

V. 'l'lwrc· slin ll l), nu CXl'('lltivc <·0111wil in n,11(1 fo r the· C'olonY, 
anc:l tlw ~a i,l <·01m('il ,· hall <0 011 ~i,-t of snch JJ<'r:-:n n:-: a,; \V C' :-:h:; ll 
rlirect hy an,r imd l'll('tionli under 0 11r ,; ign ma.nu:d :wcl ~ignd , 
nncl all ,.;nd1 p<•ri;ont< :-:lrnli lio l,1 tlwir plaee;i in th<' f:a.icl <"irnnc il 
chll'ing Our -pl <'ac;ur<' . 

VL There ,:hall be n, legi8ln.tiv!' <'OJHwi l in an r1 fo r t li e colony, 
an<l the s:iid co1111C"i l ,:)w l! conf:if:t of the gove rn or ancl . w·h 
JH'r:-oni,, not h<• ing Jes~ tlmn t\\'o nf n.ny lime, :=t.>' \Ye slia ll direct 
by any ins trnctions 11nd<'1' Om sign manHal anrl ;;ignet, nncl all 
snl'h pc•rRons .iha ll linlcl thc•ir pla('r•~ in the Ra id co1 111 eil cl11 rin g 
Onr pb Rmc. 

VII. J n pHr,-11a1wc nf the powers 1·cstec1 in Us by n, 11 Ac t of 
l'arlianwnl, pa~:-"<1 in the s<•s~inn holrkn iJJ thr fil'ticlh n,rnl fifty 
fir ·t year:, of &u1· reign, i11tit 11 tlecl "1\ n Ael to en :tble II er 
"~faje:-ly to pro,·irlP for t , G\l1·ernment of H er P nsses:-:ions 
"n.cquircrl by settlement,' W c <lo hcrehy rklegnte to t lH' 
per,.:on:- who :shall from t ime fo time compose the snirl l!'g islati ,·c 
council fnll po11·cr and au thority, . 11bjcct ahrn_yR to m1y co11 -
clition.·, pi ·oyi,-ocs, and limitations prescribed 1>y a ny i11:=-trnctio11 8 
nuder Our Rign mn1111:tl and Rignct, to e,.tabli sh s11 ch onli n:t nl'c~, 
not being rcpugn:1,nt to the law of England, an d to const itu te 
snch court,: and oHiccrs, rind to ma.ke such proYi , ions nnd rcgnb 
tions for the proceedings in such comh, ancl fo 1· the ad111 ini strntion 
of jnslice, ns rnny be ncc~snry for ihe peace, order, and good 
government of tho colouy.G:v 

• '-!,}he .Vi-omissory Ou.ths Act, 1808. 
t '.l'h "Brit!• Settlen: ent• Act, l 887. 
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V Ill . W e do hereby reserve to Ourseh·es, Om hcil's aud 
sm'.cc,-:-;ol's, foll power and au thor ity, ,tnd Our and thei r 1111-
llo11 htc>rl ri ght, to <lisallow ttny such onli1rnnee::;, a.nd to sig11i f'y 
,; uch disrdloll' ance through one of Our Principn,l t:iecrebtrics of 
Dhtte. Every sneb d isallowancc sh all take effect from the time 
\\'hen th e same shal l be promnlgatecl by the governor in the 
colony. 

\Ve do ,ibo re:;el've to Oul'sclves, Our l1eirs and ,; 11 cec:<sors, 
0111' a1H1 their und.011b tecl right, ,,·ith the ::ulvice of Om OI' their 
Pri vy c;o 1111 ci l, fro111 time to time to make all ~uch laws ur 
ordinanecs .i::; mny ttppen,1· to U s or them necessary for tl1 e 
peace, order, ancl good government o-£ the colony. 

IX. ln ll1L: making of any oruinanecs the governor a1H1 Lhe 
l\'g isl.a ti ve co1111 cil shall confol'rn to a rnl o1serve all rules, reguht
tions, and di l'ections in tlrnt bdmlf containcc1 in any instructions 
under Our ::; ign manunl and sigoct. 

X . Thl: govc rn or, in Our name ltllll 011 Our beha lf, nwy Hrnke 
;1 11d l'\.Ceut<•, 1111d cr the public ~e:tl, grant.· antl cli8po ·ition;; uf any 
]all(1~ within the cnlo11y whil'11 may be 1:twfully grn11Leil or cli:-:
JJO~l'!l of hy U,; : Providccl Lhat ernry ,;ueh g ra,nt OJ' dispo:-:it iou be 
,n:l'le i11 1·0111'onni ty , c il lwr with ,;0 111 c law in f'orcc iu the colony, 
or with so11ie i11 ::;tl'lleti o11 s :u1dresst,c1 to th e go vernor under Our 
,-ig11 111:11111:d :wcl ~igneL, or Lliroug lt one o( O11r Principal Sccre
ta,rie:; of ~tate, or with some reg:.nlatiou in force in Lhe colony. 

X I . The governor m:Ly constitute and ,,1Jpoint all .,;ucli j uJgc:;, 
coH1111is~ io11crs, justiee,; of the peaec, anll other necessary ofli.eer:,; 
arn1 mi1Ji ,;ters a, ,; may Lie la,wfully eonstit 11 tcJ or appo in ted by 
U ~, n,11 of whom, nn les::; otherwise provicled l>y lt,w, shall hold 
Llicir office· tlurin g Our 1,lea,;urc. 

XJJ. The goyernor ma.y, upou ,;utticient cau~e to lii 111 a Jipear
ing, w.,;pend from the c~ercisc of hi:, ottiee auy person holding 
any offiC l) within t lw colony, whether appointed by l'irtue of 
any corn111is~ io11 or ll':ura11t from U,; or in Onr name, or h_y 
;111y uthcr mocle oI appointmeut. E very welt su,-pensiun shall 
co11ti11ne ,.tn<l have efl'eet oHl y uutil Uur plcasm c therein ~lmll he 
~igni l'i ell to Lhc governor. 1 n proeecili ng to n,ny such ~nspcw,ion, 
the go,·eruo r is trictly to observe the <lirections in that l>ehalf 
given to him by any in structions as 11foresaicl . 

Xl lI. Wheu tLny crime has ucen eommittecl witliill Ll1e colony, 
or for wl1ich the offender may be tr ie<l Lherein, the governor 
mity, rts he slrn,ll see occasion, in Our 11rtmc and on Our behalf, 
grnut a p,trdon to any accomplice in sueh crime who Rh:t ll give 
sueh informrttion ,ts shall lead to the conviction of the principal 
offender, or of any one of such offenders, if more than one ; and 
further, may grant to :iuy offcnclcr convicteri in any Court, or 
before any fudge or other mrtgistrntc within the colony, a pardon 
citlie r free ur subjce t Lo htwfol eomlitiolls, or any remission of 
the se nt.euee p:tssed on such offeuder, or any re ·pitc of the 

Disallowa.nce 
of ordinances. 

Poweril of 
legislation, 
&c., reserverl 
to the Crown. 

Governor anrl 
legislative 
council to 
observe 
instructions. 

Governor 
Ctn j)O Wc r,xJ lo 
m:ikc ;.r mnL~ 
of laud•, 

tlll <l Lo :ljl· 
point Judge~ 
allfl other 
ollicers. 

811,spwsion u( 
oftlucrs. 

Grant of 
pt,rtlou. 



RomiPsion of 
fines. 

I'roviso. 
Banishment 
prohibited. 
Exception. 
P oli ical 
offences. 

Succession to 
go\·crnmont. 

Lieuteru ut 
governor. 
Admini~tra• 
tor, 

Senior mem
ber of execu
tive council. 

P roviso, 
0f,ths of 
office. 
Powers and 
authorities of 
administra
tor. 

Officers and 
othertt to be 
ob<Jdiont, &c. 

Term" the 
gov rnor" 
explained. 

Power rc
iJCrved to Her 
Majesty i.o 
revoke, ~ltcr , 
or amend 
present 
letter~ patent. 

Procbmation 
of letters 
patent. 

1''ALRLAND ISL AN DS. 

execution of ,iuch sentence for uch per iod as the gove rnor thinks 
fit ; and r,1a.r remi t any fines, penaltiei', or forfeitmeR due or 
ttecrned to U F. 

Pro1·idcd alwa.y;, , that the governor hid \ in no case, except 
wh ere t he offenl' e has been of n, polit.ica.l nature trn:Lcco111panicd 
by n,ny other grave crime, make it a conclition of any pardon or 
remi ss ion of sen tence thaL t he oflender sh a ll be lJanish ccl from or 
shall abseut himself or be removed from the colony. 

X r V. Wh cllev •r the office of governor is v:Lcnnt, or if tlw 
governor lwcame incn.p:tbl e or be ah~cnt from the cololly, O ur 
lieutenan t gove rnor pf the colony, or if t here be no snch officer 
1hcrcin, th en ~uch person or per ons as \ \T e may appoint under 
Our sign 1tninual 11.ncl ~ig-net, and in default of any s11ch tt ppoinL
ment the :icni o r member for the time be ing of the exec11tive 
council of the colony, shall, <luring Our pl easure, administer the 
government of the colo~1y, fir~t taking the oath s lt crei n-hcfnre 
directen. to he taken by th e g ove rnor and in the 111a I1 11er herein 
presc ribctl; wli ich Lei ng done, \Ye do hcrc·by a u t l1 orisc, e111po ll' e r, 
and comnrnnd Our li eutenant governor or any other ~uch 
admin istra tor as afo rcs:t i<l to do am.l execu te clming Our pleasure 
a ll thiRgs that h elong to the offi ce of g overno r ancl com m nncler
in-chi ef, accord ing to t he teuo11r of these Our lc lle rs p:tl cnt , aml 
accorc1ing to Our i11st.r11<"ti ons as afore~a id a.ml t h e l :.m~ of the 
colony . · 

XV. A JI(] \ Ve <lo l1nel,y r e(1 uire anrl comnwnrl all O ur officer~ 
and ministers, <· i vi l a rnl mil itn.ry, anrl all other the inhal,it:rn tH 
of tlw colony, to be c,hedieut, ailliiw, alHl :Ls~is1i11g uuto the 
governor, an,l to ,rnch p<·r~on or pernon::; as may frolll time to 
t ime und er the provisions of these 011r letters pa.tent adrn iuiste r 
the government of the colony. 

XVl. Tn th e r,(lnstrnction ot t ltrse Onr lette rR pa.tent, the 
te rm" the go\·e rnor," nnle;;~ inronsi. ten t with the context, shrdl 
includ e evc l'y person for the time being 11.d 1)1in i~tc ring the govern
men t of th e l'Olony. 

,,r VII. AJHl \Ye d o herchy reserve to Oun-1cln·s, 0 11 r heirs an<1 
·11cee,;so r~, foll power arnl antliori ty from time to ti llle to revoke, 
alter, or :Lmentl these Our lcLters patent as to U s or t hem shall 
seem fit. 

xvnr. And \\Te do dired and enjoin tha.L these Ou r letterR 
patent 1-haJl be i:ead am1 proch imed at such place or places 
wiLhin th e colony as the governor may think fi t . 

In witnes whereof \Y c ha,ve caused these Om le tters to 
be made patent. ,vitness Ournelf :,t vV cstmiuster, the twenty
fi f th day of .Febrnary, in the fifty-fifth year of O ur re ign. 

By warrant unde r the Q ueen's sign manual. 

JVuir Llfackenzie, 
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(c) notwith standing th e provisions of subparagraph (a) of •this 
paragraph, when the prevailing price is below 11 cents per 
pound, quotas in effect of individual exporting Member s listed 
in Annex I shall be. limited to the ir minimum expor t entitlements 
as provided in article 41. 

4. The Council shall have discretion to ' suspend quotas and other 
limitations on exports under any of the provisions of thi s Agreement, whenever 

. the prevailing price is between 14 .:ind lS cents pei; pound, but all such 
restrictions sh.:i ll be suspended immediately the prevai ling price rises ahuve 
15 cents per pouucJ. Conversely, whenever the prevailing price is below 
15 cents per pound, the Council shall hav~ discretion r ega rding the price 
l ev~l at which quotas and other limitations on exporti shal l be established 
or re-established, provided that all such restrictions sliall be introduced if 
the prevailing price falls below 14 cents per pound. 

5. Notwithstanding the provisiorl s of paragraphs 2 and 3 of this .article, 
no adjustment in the level of the global quota for a given quota year shall be 
made within the last 45 days of that quota year. 

6. The Executive Director shall not'ify all exporting Members listed 
in Annex I of their quotas in effect and of any changes thereto under this 
chapter. 
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