SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION

WILDLIFE & PROTECTED AREAS
Marine Protected Areas Order 2012
S.R. & 0. No: 1o0f2012
Made: 23 February 2012
Published: 29 February 2012
Coming into force: on publication
IN EXERCISE of my powers under sections 18(1) af@Lp of the Wildlife and Protected
Areas Ordinance 2011 (No 1 of 2011) and beingfsadishat the criteria identified in section
18(2) of that Ordinance apply, | make the follow@gler —

1. Title
This order is the Marine Protected Areas Order 2012

2. Commencement
This order comes into force when it is publishetheGazette.

3. Interpretation
In this Order —

“bottom fishing” —
(a) means fishing on the sea floor;
(b) includes bottom trawling; and
(c) also includes the use of lines, pots, netsapston the sea floor;

“bottom trawling” means towing a trawl or fishinggthalong (and in contact with) the sea
floor;

“fishing vessel” —

(a) means a vessel of any size that is used faipped to be used for, or intended for use
for the purposes of fishing or fishing related atigs;

(b) includes vessels engaged in transhipment bfdidishery products; and
(c) also includes carrier vessels equipped fotrdmesportation of fish or fishery products;

“no-take zone” means each of the zones describdeiSchedule;



“SGSSI MPA” means the South Georgia and South Sexdislands Marine Protected Area
designated by article 4; and

“‘SGSSI waters” means —
(a) the internal waters of the Territory between —

() the baselines established by article 3 of tlhatl® Georgia and South Sandwich
Islands (Territorial Sea) Order 1989 (S| 1989/19@6)

(i) mean high water at spring tide;

(b) the territorial sea established for the Teryitby article 2 of the South Georgia and
South Sandwich Islands (Territorial Sea) Order 128@

(c) the maritime zone established for the TerritoyyProclamation No.1 of 1993.
4. South Georgia and South Sandwich IslandsMarine Protected Area
(1) A Marine Protected Area around South Georgid #re South Sandwich Islands is
designated under section 18(1) of the Wildlife &ndtected Areas Ordinance.

(2) The name of the Marine Protected Area is il Georgia and South Sandwich Islands
Marine Protected Area (SGSSI MPA).

(3) The SGSSI MPA consists of SGSSI waters nonttsvaf the line of latitude 60 degrees
south of the equator.

(4) The purpose of designating the SGSSI MPAIligHe conservation of —
(a) the seabed and its overlying waters; and
(b) their associated organisms.

(5) The principal conservation objectives for 88SSI MPA are to:
(a) conserve marine biodiversity, habitats anticaliecosystem function;

(b) ensure that fisheries are managed sustainatityminimal impact on associated and
dependent ecosystems;

(c) manage other human activities including smgmnd scientific research, to minimise
environmental impacts on the marine environment;

(d) protect the benthic marine organisms fromdéstructive effects of bottom trawling;
(e) facilitate recovery of previously over-exp&tmarine species;
(N increase the resilience of the marine envirentrto the effects of climate change; and

(g) prevent the introduction of non-native marapecies.



5. Conservation order prohibitions
(1) Bottom trawling is prohibited throughout th&SSI MPA.

(2) Bottom fishing is prohibited in waters whete tdepth of the seabed is less than 700
metres.

(3) Fishing is prohibited in the no-take zones.

(4) Fishing vessels are not permitted to ententiake zones, except in exercise of the right
of innocent passage or under force majeure.

(5) The prohibitions in this article do not appby—

(a) anything carried out for research purposesaom@ance with a permit granted by the
Commissioner under section 21 of the Wildlife amat€cted Areas Ordinance,;

(b) anything permitted by section 20(8) of thati@ance.



SCHEDULE

(article 3)

Zone

Boundaries

Protected features

Conservation objectives
To conserve & protect:

South Georgia
No-take Zone

Between:

(1) a line 12 nautical
miles from the
baselines around the
coast of South
Georgia; and

The seabed,
overlying water and
associated organisn

in an area of 13899

The shallow marine environment

around South Georgia including:

1. The spawning grounds of many fig
sspecies, including mackerel icefish

2. The inshore foraging areas of

marine predators such as gentoo

Clerke Rocks
No-take Zone

2
(2) mean high water km penguins, cormorants, petrels and
at spring tide prions.
The shallow marine environment to t
Between: SE of South Georgia including:
(1) a line 12 nautical The seabed, 1. The spawning grounds of many fig

miles from the
baselines around
Clerke Rocks and the
Office Boys; and

overlying water and
associated organisn
in an area of 1923

species, including mackerel icefish
2. The inshore foraging areas of
marine predators such as gentoo
penguins, cormorants, petrels and

n

Shag Rocks
No-take Zone

2
(2) mean high water km prions.
at spring tide 3. The “spirulid reef” at approximately
55°00'S, 3431'W
Between: The shallow marin_e environment of th
1) a Iine.12 nautical Shag Rocks shelf incorporating:
The seabed, 1. The principal recruitment area for

miles from the
baselines around Sha
Rocks & Black Rock;
and

g

overlying water and
associated organisn
in an area of 2337

juvenile Patagonian toothfish
s2. Spawning grounds of mackerel
icefish

South Sandwich
Islands
No-take Zones

. km? 3. Akey foraging area for black-
ézt)smﬁr?n t?ollgh water browed albatross, Antarctic fur seals
pring and baleen whales.
(Ble)t}/i\;]eeesné nautical The shallow marine environment
The seabed, around each of the South Sandwich

miles from the
baselines around the
coasts of the South
Sandwich Islands; an
(2) mean high water
at spring tide

0

overlying water and

associated organisn

in areas that total
2272 kni

Islands including:

sl. The inshore foraging grounds of
marine predators
2. The spawning grounds of fish
species

Made 23 February 2012

N. R. Haywood C.V.O.,
Commissioner.



EXPLANATORY NOTE
(not part of the order)

Section 18(1) of the Wildlife and Protected Areasli@ance (No 1 of 2011) allows the
Commissioner to designate areas of sea as mawotecggd areas (MPAS).

The criteria for designation of a marine protecéeea are set out in section 18(2) and the
requirements for orders designating MPAs are setrothe rest of section 18 and in section
19.

Section 20(1) allows the Commissioner to make awagien orders to further the objectives
of an MPA. Section 20(3) allows the Commissior@iptohibit or restrict activities in a

conservation order and section 20(6) allows fofedént prohibitions or restrictions to apply
in different parts of an MPA.

This order designates the South Georgia and Sarbdvch Islands Marine Protected Area
(the SGSSI MPA) to protect the seabed and overlyiagers and associated organisms.

The SGSSI MPA consists of waters north of a lagté® degrees south that are between
mean high water at spring tide and the 200 nautndia limit.

SGSSI waters south of 60 degrees south of the @qaed similarly protected through the
SGSSi fishery licensing regime, which does not pfishing in these waters.

The order also defines a number of no-take zongsialitical miles around South Georgia
Island, Clerke Rocks, Shag and Black Rocks; andwical miles around each of the South
Sandwich Islands.

To protect benthic marine organisms, the order ipitshbottom trawling throughout the
SGSSI MPA and all bottom fishing in waters of l[#ssn 700 metres depth.

It also prohibits all fishing in the no-take zones.

These prohibitions do not apply to activities ceeeby one of the limited exceptions in
section 20(8) or by a licence granted by the Corsimier under section 21.

Breach of the prohibitions is an offence againstisae 20(9) of the Ordinance.

The following maps illustrate the boundaries of #@SSI MPA and the no-take zones.



The South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands Marine Protected Area
(with no-take zones shaded)
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The South Georgia no-take zone and the Clerke Rocks no-take zone
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The Shag Rocks no-take zone
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The South Sandwich | dands no-take zones
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