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• ,i,. UN DEri S ECRETARY OF STATE , 

COLONIAL O H IC E, 

Lo.\'ooN, s.vY., 
U_AAR 20 190$) 

l tho following , / 
' ; umher quoted. 3560; 1906. DOWNING STREET, 

19 March , 1906. 

Sir . 
' 

I am directed by the Earl of Elgin t ,o acknow

ledge the receipt of your letter No.3406 of the 31st 

January last forwardi :ig copy of a despatch from the 
' 

British Charge1 d'Affaires at Buenos Aires furnishing the 

further information desired as to the Exemption of t he 

whale oil produced on South Georgia by the Argentine 

l 

Fishery Company from Customs duties on importation into I 
the Argentine Republic. 

. 
2. Lord Elgin is much indebted to Mr.Harford for 

this information, as well as for the valuable as~is~ance 

which he has rendered in the matter of the lease to the 

Company. 

Having regard to tbe fact that the ~ Company. 

have now t aken out a British I.ease, with the certain 

knowledge of the Argentine Government, that Captain Nune~ 

a h i gh official of that Government, was one of the gentle

rmn who waited upon the British Charge d~affaires to pre

fer,, on behalf of the Company,..., a request for a. British 

lease, t hat neither t he Company nor the Argentine Govenn-

. ment vessel 1Guardia Nacional hoisted the Argenti ne 

f lag on the island, and that no protest has been received 

fr om the Argenti ne Gover nment to the grant of t he lease 

t o the South Georgia Exploration Company or to t heir . 

· ,,, SE const ant flyi ng of t h~ Brit ish f l ag_ on t he Island , or 
·,!1 CRETARY OF STATE, . 
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to their re9.uest . to the Argentine Fishery, Cornptn to · 
' C ~ u,-1. -1'...r erA"d~,t, 

desist from fu.rther operations, Lord Elgint_thihks that : 

His }fajesty's Government may now definitely assume that 

· the Argentine Government do not question the British 
. -

ti tl,3 to the Island . 
• 

4. It seems at any' r.ate to -be clear -from the 

Decree pu:tlished in the Argentine "Boletin 0ficial" of 

the 27th Ilf.tarch 1905 that the Argentine Government did 

not then· regard. the Island as Argent~ne territorJ. 

The Report whi eh forms the Prea1l\ble· ·to the · Decree points , 

out that the Company ca~not be authorised to fish in the 
. ,, ' -

territorial waters of ~he Coasts _and Islands of Patagonia · 

or instal themselves on land whil~ · the Law of 1880 is in! 

force and the recommendation which it makes in favour of ' 

the free importation of tne Company' ·s consignment of 

whale-oil is based upon the consideration that the Com- , 
.J #. 

pany had not infringed that law, in other words upon· the 

consideration that by installing themselves on South 

Georgia the c·ompany had not installed themselves on 

Argentine territory. 

5. Lord Elgin observes that the Customs law for

warded by Mr . Harford is that promulgated in the Boletin 
' 

0ficial of the 23rd December 1905. He would be obliged 

.if he could be furnished also with a copy of the Customs 

Law in force when the Decrees of the 23rd N:arch arrl 21st 

September 1905 were made. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 




